
 

Preliminary EM-DAT figures for the first semester of 2010 

showed the occurrence of over 160 natural disasters. These 

events killed almost 230,000 people, affected 107 million 

others and caused over 55 billion US$ of damages. Once 

again, the year was marked by a mega disaster: the earthqua-

ke that hit Haiti, one of the poorest countries of the world, on 

January 12.  The human impact of this disaster on a single 

country ranks at the top for the last decade with at least 

222,000 people killed and over 3 millions people affected, of 

which 2 million were displaced. This single event will chan-

ge regional disaster trends, as for the first time since 1900, 

the American continent was hit by one of the deadliest natu-

ral disasters ever recorded. Floods and storms were the two 

most reported types of disasters, accounting respectively for 

46% and 26% of disaster occurrence. Floods and droughts in 

China were the cause for the majority of affected people. In 

terms of persons killed, 3 earthquakes rank in the top 10, 

respectivelly the earthquake of Haiti, followed by the one 

that hit China in April, killing over 2,200 people and, last but 

not least, the earthquake that hit Chile in February killing at 

least 562 people and affecting 2 million others.  This last 

event also ranks as the costliest disaster, with 30 billion US$ 

of damages. 

It is interesting to note that the magnitude of the Chili ear-

thquake (8.8) was much larger than that of Haiti (7), yet the 

scale of human impact was incomparable. The factors that 

account for this difference are well known and include depth, 

soil types, location related to populated places - factors over 

which humans can have very little control. On the other 

hand, urban planning, effective governance and the prepared-

ness of local inhabitants are factors that we can influence. 

We now have to ensure that we address these factors in other 

vulnerable places.  
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